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Dear Ms/Mrs/Mr,
Re: The Anglophone Crisis, Cameroon
I am / We are writing to you to express deep concern and to request that you raise awareness about the human rights atrocities occurring throughout the North West and South West regions of Cameroon. I am / We are concerned in particular, as the Roman Catholic Diocese of Portsmouth, of which I am a parishioner, has been twinned with the Archdiocese of Bamenda since 1974. During this Lenten period we are eager to do all we can to respond to the plight facing our brothers and sisters who have been communicating on a regular basis through our link Committee. 
The socio-political crisis has been developing since the peaceful protests of lawyers and teachers in the autumn of 2016 were violently repressed by government security forces. Sadly thereafter, a cycle of retaliatory violence and increasingly extreme claims and actions has emerged. Daily life is significantly impaired by regular oppression of the population from both sides involved in the conflict. 
Children’s education has been all but discontinued for the past 3 academic years; access to healthcare has been impeded and schools and hospitals have been targeted by arsonists. Businesses, homes and lives have been destroyed. Conservative UN estimates suggest that over 350,000 people are internally displaced in the NW and SW regions and tens of thousands of refugees have fled into Nigeria (http://reporting.unhcr.org).
Further details of the plight of the population may be found in Independent Catholic News (https://www.indcatholicnews.com/news/36454) and non-partisan reports have been compiled by Crisisgroup.org and Amnesty International. 
Further to the letter Rt Rev Bishop Egan (Bishop of Portsmouth) received on behalf of the Minister for Africa (dated 22.1.19), we are pleased that diplomatic efforts are being made to call for dialogue and an end to the violence.
We should however be grateful if you would bring this matter to the attention of the Foreign Secretary and, acknowledging that the Cameroon government is both a partner in the fight against terrorism in the same region and a business opportunity in the Brexit climate, seek clarification as to the response of the UK government in the event that human rights abuses continue.
Yours sincerely,




