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Foreword 

Now that Archbishop Cornelius and Fr. Ignatius have returned to Bamenda, I present this 

record which has been collated from individual reports received to date.   Please excuse 

any omissions or errors.  Thanks to the generous response of many, the Visit succeeded in 
its main purpose, to demonstrate our communion and bond of love with the Universal 

Church in general, and with our twinned Archdiocese of Bamenda in particular. 

After their visit, Archbishop Cornelius wrote to me: 

‘Once more, I wish to thank immensely Bishop Crispian, you and the Bamenda 

Committee for all that you have deployed to make our visit and stay in the Diocese of 
Portsmouth the great success it was.  It was a wonderful and enriching experience for 
me to meet people who have been involved and committed for so many years to make 

our partnership a reality.  I hope that this visit has not only consolidated it, but has 
also opened a new page in our relationship’. 

After their visit, our Bishop Crispian wrote to the Archbishop: 

‘I am so glad that you arrived home safely and I am delighted that you found the visit 
so profitable. It was extremely good for us too and, like yourself, I am delighted that 

the link is firmly in place between our two dioceses.’ 

Ronald Hishon 

Chair Portsmouth Bamenda Committee 

2nd June 2009 

 

Mon. 11th May 

Journey to Portsmouth and Welcome 

Bamenda Committee member Colm Lennon and Fr Ron 

Hishon were at Heathrow to welcome our visitors to our 
Country.  Their journey had not been straightforward. The 

departure the night before from 

Douala to Zurich had been 

delayed, and consequently they 
had missed their connection to 

London Heathrow, arriving 

not at 9 am as planned but in 
the early afternoon. 

They came heavily laden, mainly with gifts to distribute, but all 
was stacked into Colm’s estate car, and they sped in the May 
sunshine down the A3 to Bishop’s House Portsmouth, 

where Bishop Crispian and Cathedral clergy Canon David 
Hopgood and Fr Steven Restori gave them a warm 

welcome.  After their two day journey from Bamenda, our 

guests had the chance to unwind and rest in good company. Fr 



Ignatius had stayed at the Cathedral in the early nineties while on holiday from his 
graduate studies in Rome, but this was Archbishop Cornelius’ first visit to Portsmouth. 

Tues 12th May 

The next day, while Bishop Crispian was at a meeting in London, Ron Hishon took charge 
of our guests.  In contrast to the previous day’s sunshine, on the Monday a gale force wind 

blew our guests around the sights: first of all a tour of our own Cathedral, Portsmouth 
Guildhall, the Henry VIII’s Round Tower, and Portsmouth Point with views of the Gun Wharf 
Key, the Spinnaker Tower and the Victory.  Lunch at the Still and West on the Point 

enabled our guests to see at close quarters the ships going in and out of Port.  

In the afternoon, back at Bishop’s House they were joined by Mgr. Vincent Harvey VG, 

who had visited Bamenda in 2008.   Our guests were able to discuss 

the forthcoming busy days ahead. 

Bishop Crispian’s formal Reception of Welcome 

At 7.00 pm members of the Bamenda Committee joined the guests 
in the Aula of Bishop’s House for welcomes and introductions.  At 7.30 

pm Bishop Crispian welcomed about 35 guests: committee 

members, clergy and others who had been to Bamenda in the past, to 
a formal buffet reception in honour the Archbishop. It was a 

busy time for our guests, who made a point of meeting everyone.  

During the evening Bishop Crispian was able formally to say a word of 

welcome to Archbishop Cornelius and Father Ignatius. 

Wed 13th May  

Reception at Oaklands School, Waterlooville 

The next day entailed an early start, with private Mass in the Bishop’s chapel. By 8.15 am  
Elizabeth White, a Bamenda Committee member, was on the door-step to transport our 

guests to Oaklands School in Waterlooville for a formal visit to the School.   

There Head Teacher Matthew Quinn invited the Archbishop to lead first the staff and then 

the students in a time of prayer.  During the assembly, the School presented a cheque for 

another £500 towards the Water Project at Bambui Bamenda, where Sr. Catherine 
Morton, an ex Head teacher of Oaklands is now resident.   

A tour of the school followed and the event concluded late morning with refreshments with 

representative members of staff and governors. 

 

Reception at St. Colman’s Cosham 

On the Wednesday evening, Committee member Paula Medd collected our guests from 

the Cathedral, to take them up St. Colman’s Cosham, where Fr Sean Tobin and a good 

crowd of Parishioners were waiting for a liturgy of the Word, to be followed by a reception 

and lots of food for everyone.  During the event, the People of St. Colman’s presented a 
further cheque for £500 towards our next contribution to Njinikom Catholic Hospital 

and Project Hope which works to alleviate the spread of AIDS. 

Thurs 14
th

 May  

Mass and Reception at St. Edmund’s School Portsmouth 

Mrs Isabel O’Mara Head Teacher collected our guests for their visit to 

St. Edmund’s School Portsmouth.  Sr. Fiona FMDM the School 
Chaplain organised the event; Fr Sean Tobin, 

who offers Masses for the School, and Fr Ron 

Hishon, who had given a number of 
assemblies at the School on Bamenda, were 

present for 8.45 am Mass,  followed by a 



Tour of the School.   

At the presentation of the Gifts at Mass, the Archbishop received a giant-sized cheque was 

brought forward for approx. £1,700, collected by the students in support of Pope John 

Paul II Catholic Secondary School in Wum Bamenda, with whom St. Edmund’s is now 
twinned.  

Following this event, during the day, the two Bishops had some time to get to know one 
another and discuss issues of common concern. 

Reception at St. Joseph’s Copnor 

On Thursday evening Sylvia Foster, Bamenda Committee member, came to transport our 
guests to St. Joseph’s Parish in Copnor Portsmouth, for a Reception.  The Parish 

Priest, Fr Simon Thomson, is a successor of the late Fr Francis Isherwood, who had 
served in Bamenda and was secretary to Bishop Cornelius in Kumbo diocese.   

The Bishop saw the comprehensive display of Bamenda and Cameroonian traditional 

craft work, which is kept at Copnor.  For years the Parish has supported Bamenda, and in 
particular the Bamenda Prison chaplaincy, for many years headed by Sr. Hedwig, who 

has recently visited Copnor while on her sabbatical.  

Friday 15th – Saturday 16th May 

on the Friday morning there was no engagement, so our guests celebrated Mass privately  

with Bishop Crispian, and had chance to prepare for the next item on their programme. 

Diocesan Pastoral Council Meeting 

Later in the day, Bishop Crispian himself transported the 

Bamenda visitors to Park Place Pastoral Centre, in time to 

take part in the Diocesan Pastoral Council Meeting.  
Bishop Crispian wishes to introduce our guests to the 
Council, and include the Bamenda dimension in the 

discussion.   

The principal topic for the weekend was 

that of the Centrality of the Eucharist, 

in the context of a smaller number of 
priests.  Archbishop Cornelius gave an 

address, describing in the Bamenda Archdiocese the large and growing 

number of worshipping communities, large and small, in some cases as 

many as twenty in each Parish.  Some have Sunday Mass weekly, some monthly, some 
only on certain weekdays, some with the Blessed Sacrament reserved, but many without.  

It highlighted the crucial role played by trained catechists, at least one assigned to 

every community, some full-time paid and many part-time, supported by volunteers.  
Their role is really that of coordinator and animator of the local community. Without them, 

the Parishes would not survive. 

The Archbishop and Fr. Ignatius remained with the Council that night and through till 
Saturday lunchtime.  

Sunday 17th May 

Solemn Mass in the Cathedral 

This was the turn of the Cathedral Parish to welcome the Archbishop to celebrate and 

preach at their Solemn Mass, and afterwards to meet the parishioners informally. 

Diocesan Youth Day 

As soon as Mass was over, Bishop Crispian accompanied our guests to Oaklands School, 
where Dave Hill the Diocesan Youth Advisor along with Bamenda Committee members 

Sylvia Foster and Josephine Overton and many helpers including Sr. Fiona, had 

organised a Diocesan Youth Day, including a variety of workshops.  Young people came 



from all over the Diocese, with noticeable groups from Jersey, Havant and Gosport.  The 
highlight of the day was a Youth Mass, with inspiring music and mime.  Bishop Crispian 

was main celebrant while Archbishop Crispian preached.  Other priests who took part 

include Frs. Ignatius Waindim, Ron Hishon, Peter Glas and Josef Gruszkiewicz. 

Monday 18th May 

Free Day 

Fr. Ron took Archbishop Cornelius and Fr. Ignatius by train to London to ‘see the sights’, 

including Big Ben, The Houses of Parliament (outside of which was taking place a 

passionate demonstration by hundreds of ethnic Tamils protesting at the suffering of their 
people in Sri Lanka.  We then toured Westminster Abbey, where our guests were 

interested to see the tomb of St. Edward the Confessor, not to mention Queen Elizabeth 
First!  After lunch they were able to visit our own Westminster Cathedral, where they 
witnessed the preparations for the forthcoming installation of the new Archbishop of 

Westminster.  Of particular interest was the tomb of Cardinal Vaughan, the founder of 
the Mill Hill Missionaries, who have worked in Anglophone Cameroon since 1922. 

Tues 19th May 

Visit to Diocesan Curial Offices 

Bishop Crispian personally took our visitors to visit Diocesan Curial Offices, where the 

Archbishop and his chancellor was interested to see the workings of our Portsmouth 
Diocese and compare them with those of the Archdiocese of Bamenda.  In the buildings 

attached to the Cathedral, they first met the Deacon Stephen Morgan and his staff in the 

Department for Finance and Property.  Stephen is also the secretary to the Diocesan 

Trustees.   

their next port of call was Park Place Wickham where they met Nicky Stevens and her 
staff at the Department for Pastoral Formation, and Deputy director of Schools 

Urszula Topp (Director Chris Richardson was off sick) and the staff of the Department 
for Schools.  

The tour concluded with refreshments kindly provided by the staff at Park Place. 

Meeting with Clinicare International volunteers 

After lunch Mrs .Jo Overton, member of both Clinicare International and of the Bamenda 

Committee, took our guests from Park Place to the Southampton home of her mother 
Joyce Hatcher, widow of the late Peter Hatcher (founder of Clinicare International), 

where a sizeable number of Clinicare activists had gathered. 

The Archbishop was pleased to meet and thank these volunteers who had for many years 
sent regular supplies of recycled medicines and other equipment to hospitals and clinics in 

Cameroon and elsewhere.  More recently, due to European legislation, Clinicare now used 

donated funds to purchase at discount prices and distribute medical supplies, and so 

maintain in a different way the help on which many clinics depended. 

Mass and Reception at Immaculate Conception Church Portswood, Southampton 

The Parish Priest Fr. Anthony Gatt, who served in Bamenda, parishioners and other 

supporters from the Southampton Pastoral Area gathered to welcome the Archbishop and 

Fr. Ignatius for an Evening Sung Mass and Reception.  Two choirs combined for the Mass – 
the Parish Choir, and the Portswood International Choir, led by Bamenda man Tsifon 

Venatius Bamenda man, and including singers from Cameroon and other African countries.  
Afterwards there was plenty to eat, and Cameroonians living in the locality made the 
visitors feel really at home. 

Wednesday 20th May 
 

Mass and Reception at All Hallows  School Farnham 

 



Paula Medd, Bamenda Committee member, drove our guests from Portsmouth to All 
Hallows Secondary School Farnham, which is twinned with St. Paul’s College Nkwen 

Bamenda. They were first welcomed by the head teacher Mrs. Elizabeth Lutzeier, 

Mr. Sean Tucker head of R/E and member of the Bamenda Committee, and local clergy 
before having a tour of the school.  

Later in the morning Mass 
was celebrated in the hall 
filled with six representatives 

from each tutor group 
present.  With the flags of 

Britain and Cameroon on the 

altar, the service had an 
African flavour created by the 

use of traditional music 

and the offertory 

procession where hand 
crafted artefacts from 

Bamenda were brought 

forward to the altar.  

In his homily, the Archbishop 

talked about the history of 

the relationship between the 

Diocese of Portsmouth and the Archdiocese of Bamenda and encouraged All Hallows with 
its link with St. Paul’s college. He extended greetings from the people of Bamenda, the 

head teacher of St. Paul’s, Fr. George Ngwa, as well as the staff and students.  

He also mentioned that his presence in the school on the 20th May was symbolic because it 
coincided with the national day of Cameroon. At the end of the service gifts were 

exchanged and All Hallows was presented with a hand 
crafted banner symbolising the link between our two 
schools.  

Last May the archbishop had celebrated an inaugural Mass at 
St Paul’s College, Nkwen to officially launch the link in 

Bamenda with our school. His visit to All Hallows School was a 

specific request and was part of a busy schedule greeting 
people from around the Portsmouth.  

 
Visit to Bishop Challoner Comprehensive School Basingstoke 

The visitors were transported by car from Farnham to Bishop Challoner School in 

Basingstoke.  They were welcomed by the Head teacher Mr. Tony Corish and staff 
members including their Bamenda Organiser at the School, Mrs. Virginia O’Kelly, sister-

in-law of Michael O’Kelly who served in Batibo.  

The Archbishop was taken on a tour of the school to meet the students, and later to 

enjoy light refreshments in the company of staff, governors and local priests Fr Mark 
Hogan (St. Joseph’s and Mgr Vincent Harvey (St. Bede’s).   

During the visit the Archbishop was presented with a cheque for £500, a further 

donation to the projects in Bamenda funded by the Portsmouth Bamenda Committee. 

The Archbishop was accommodated overnight by Mgr Vincent at Popley, while Fr Ignatius 

stayed with Fr Mark at South Ham. 

 
Thursday 21st May 

Free day 



After the Parish Mass the Archbishop, Mgr Vincent and Fr Ignatius spent the day 
sightseeing in Winchester.  In the morning they saw St. Peter’s Catholic Church, the 

ancient Cathedral and Close.  After lunch they were able to see the Bishop’s Palace and the 

Palace ruins, followed by a cross country drive to Stonehenge.  
 

 

Informal Cameroonian Evening 

In the evening, after supper, Mr Giddeon Angafor, a teacher at 

All Hallows, his wife and a number of Cameroonians living in the 

area came to St. Bede’s to relax with the Archbishop and Fr. 

Ignatius. 
 

Friday 22nd May 
Children’s Mass at St. Bede’s School 

In the morning, the Archbishop joined Mgr Vincent for ‘Ascension’ 

Sung Mass with the children, head teacher Mr. Anthony Murray, 

and staff of St Bede’s School.   

At the end of Mass he addressed the pupils and spoke about the 

schools in Bamenda.   
 

Visit to the Generalate of the Mill Hill Missionaries 

Mgr Ron Hishon transported the Archbishop and Fr Ignatius to Maidenhead, where the 

Generalate of the Mill Hill Fathers, having moved from Mill Hill London is now situated. 

The Mill Hill Missionaries have a special relationship with Bamenda – they have been 

working there since 1922, and it is through the Generalate in Maidenhead that the 
Portsmouth Bamenda Funds are sent out to the Archdiocese. 

The guests were welcomed by Father General Peter Chantry MHM and the Director 

for Africa, along with other Mill Hill Fathers.  They were invited to a formal lunch, and 
given comfortable accommodation for their overnight stay. 

Sat 23rd May 

Ascension Day Vigil Mass and Social event at English Martyrs Reading. 

The Mill Hill Fathers have kindly agreed to provide transport to Reading. 

The Parish Priest is Mgr John Nelson VG.  English Martyrs is the Parish of Mrs. Sylvia 
Livingstone, longstanding member of the Bamenda Committee, and founder of the 

Reading Bamenda Support Group.  Archbishop Paul Verdzekov has visited there in the past. 

Mgr John Nelson has arranged overnight accommodation at the Presbytery of St. Joseph’s 
Tilehurst, the home of Fr. Joseph Awoh, a Bamenda born priest of neighbouring Buea 

Diocese, who is temporarily working in our Diocese. 

Sun 24th May  

Sung Mass and reception at St. James’ Reading 

The Archbishop and Fr Ignatius spent their 

final Sunday in the Diocese at St James 
Church, Reading. They were warmly 

welcomed by Fr Dominic Golding the parish 

priest and the large congregation who each 
Sunday celebrate the 11am mass. The busy 

town centre parish of 1200 regular mass 

goers is proud of its large number of 
nationalities - over 55 at the last count - 



and those from Cameroon were particularly delighted to welcome our visitors.  
  

The Archbishop presided at Mass and spoke at length about the enthusiasm with which 

Catholics in West Africa celebrate their faith. He encouraged 
us not to fit God in but allow Him to take over our Sunday. 

Doing so would enable us, he said, to be truly refreshed by 
the gospel so that we might witness to it in the week ahead.  
At the end of the Mass he was presented with a richly 

decorated stole which Fr Dominic had bought for him on his 
recent pilgrimage to the Holy Land. It was obvious the gift was 

liked and afterwards Fr Ignatius told several parishioners 'you 

can be sure the Archbishop will wear it.'  
  

After Mass a reception for the visitors was held with a large spread of food, cooked and 

prepared by the parish's African Community Group. The Archbishop took his time meeting 

parishioners and happily posed for many photos. His visit will long be remembered by the 
parish and those from Cameroon were still beaming with pride several Sunday's later. 
 

On Monday 25
th

, Following their formal visit to the Diocese, the guest made a base with the Mill 

Hill Fathers at Maidenhead until their final departure on 2
nd

 June. 

 

______________________________________ 

 


